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_. Si-last year, have refused to join the front | > 
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: ao: Mr. Bermiidez: contended today that }-f 
_ =» bewasnotan ardent Somoza supporter.*}-": 
- &.“T accept responsibility. for serving in’}-.. 
.} the national guard,” he said. ‘The only 

t-repret I have “is that ‘there., wasn’t 


Scenough leadership among the “senior |-?- 
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-% From 1976 to 1979, when the revolu- | 
7.) se tion was building, in Nicaragua, Mr. 
umes 2 Bermudez -served as Nicaragua’s-de-. 

* v: Sftense attaché in Washington. In 1975 he 
wag a student at the- Inter-American 


a Byes 8 sat in Washington." my 
=. After the Sandinists seized power inj” 
1979,. Mr; Bermiidez moved to Guate- |... : 


« at 
g mala where he began organizing para-. 
. “Aik military: forces.” ““There:-were’ many 
SC Epey young national guard officers: who were 
"YS St trapped in.the stmggle before Somoza } > 

S fell,” he said: “They didn’t like Somoza |! 


Mr. Bermudez, who,is 49 years old, |"; 
ined the national guard in 1952 after a 
graduating from the Nicaraguan Mili- |-. - 
tary Academy: He becam colonel in |-- 
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# proved plans for covert. ; 
| he Central Intelligence Agency im Cem 


“merrifia tactics’” i 
against the Sandinists. 


{forces in El Salvador:Administrati ne 
officials said at the time that the 
9 Union and Cuba, with help from Nioeee 
gua, were shipping - 
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